We are keen to recruit new members
to the Committee. If you would like
to get involved in local issues
which affect our neighbourhood
and are a team player, we would
like to hear from you.
Please
contact us via the web page, or
speak to a member of the
Committee at the AGM.

Newsletter June 2015

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on Thursday 9 July 2015 in
the Unitarian Church, Emmanuel Road at 7.45 pm,
followed by refreshment both liquid and more solid.

The 2015 subscription is £5.00 per person
Name
Address

Telephone ………………………
Email …………………………………..
I enclose a cheque payable to “Christ’s Pieces Residents’
Association”
Please return to
The Treasurer, CPRA, 2 Emmanuel Road, Cambridge CB1 1JW

Our guest speaker will be Kenny McGregor, the City’s tree
officer. For his talk, please meet at the Church at 7.00 pm. Weather
permitting, it will be a walk/talk on Christ’s Pieces; weather
deterring, it will be an illustrated talk in the Church.
Agenda: (at 7.00 pm) Kenny McGregor; (at 7.45) Welcome and
apologies; Minutes of the 2014 AGM; Hon. Treasurer’s report;
election of committee members; Chairman’s report; Open Forum;
refreshments.
Present committee members, who are all willing to serve again,
are Richard Ames-Lewis, Anthony Bowen (Chairman), Susanna
Brown, Sue Ilsley (Hon. Treasurer), Nick McCave and Margaret
Tait. Fiona Sinclair stood down in the autumn upon moving away
from the area.
23 New Square, Cambridge CB1 1EX
www.christspieces.com

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Since last July your committee has met four
times in person, most members attending on all
occasions, and has communicated frequently by
email. Part of our business is to receive reports
from the Hon. Treasurer about our finances and
to prepare for our talks and for the AGM. Our
finances, thanks to your subscriptions and to
your donations at talks and to funding from the
City Council’s West/Central area committee, are
stable. Our talks this year, alas, were reduced to
one when the speaker engaged to talk in
December pulled out so late that the leaflets to advertise the talk had
been printed (but not, fortunately, delivered). But in March Michael
Petty, notable local historian and founder of the Cambridge Collection,
gave us a vigorous and well illustrated talk on the Cambridge that
Charles Dickens would have visited. This year, wary of the squeeze on
local government finances, we bid for funding for one talk, and were
successful. We hope it will happen in December.
The rest of our business has concerned local issues, two in particular:
lamp post replacement by Balfour Beatty and the bid by the longdistance bus companies to have the bus stop on Parkside made
permanent. Thanks to a fund created by the last City Council, lamp
posts in keeping with the area will
be put where there is heavy footfall,
on Christ’s Pieces and New Square.
It is possible that Victoria and Earl
Streets will benefit similarly from
other funds.
I
attended
three
consultative
meetings early in the process of
targeting the City Deal moneys and
spoke at two, arguing that the

Parkside
bus
stop
should continue to
have only temporary
permission in order not
to pre-empt the whole
matter of improving
Cambridge transport in
any way; in addition to
the reasons for not
giving it permanent permission in the first place, still all valid, it was
now clear that because it ties in with no other transport, taxis are
needed, which increase the clutter. I suggested that nodes of
interchange should be created all round the city (including at the
railway station and the park-and-ride sites) and that the centre should
be served mostly by buses like the late lamented City centre shuttle
buses.
We note with pleasure some new road surfaces, repaired railings at the
back of King Street, and the
absence (so far) of some young
people who left abundant litter
on the grass of New Square last
summer, despite being asked to
use the bins by me and others.
The proposal to save Eden Street
from errant vehicles by restricting
access by the Elm Tree pub seems
to have gone away; we said it
would be too obstructive of local
traffic movements within the
area.
We thank the West/Central area committee for continuing their
funding. I thank my fellow-members of committee for their help
throughout the year.
Anthony Bowen

