Newsletter June 2013

The chestnut trees look much healthier this year

We are keen to recruit new members to the Committee. If you would
like to get involved in local issues which affect our neighbourhood
and are a team player, we would like to hear from you. Please contact
us via the web page, or speak to a member of the Committee at the
AGM.

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on Tuesday 9 July 2013 in
the Unitarian Church, Emmanuel Road at 7.30 pm,
followed by refreshment both liquid and more solid.

The 2013 subscription is £5.00 per person

Our guest speaker will be Anthony French, who is a Green Space
officer with the City Council. He will talk about the maintenance
and planting of Christ’s Pieces and New Square.

Name
Address

Telephone ………………………
Email …………………………………..
I enclose a cheque payable to “Christ’s Pieces Residents’
Association”

Committee members: Anthony Bowen (chairman), Sue Ilsley (Hon.
Treasurer), Susanna Brown, Nick McCave and Margaret Tait. Edward
Cearns stood down earlier this year upon accepting nomination as a
candidate in the County Council elections.
23 New Square, Cambridge CB1 1EX
www.christspieces.com

CPRA TALKS
The highlights of the year for CPRA, according to many of you, have
been the two talks, the first given by Mr Peter Glazebrook, emeritus
fellow of Jesus College, on 4 December 2012 on the history of Christ’s
Pieces, and the second by Mr Allan Brigham, M.A. honoris causa and
chief town guide, as he walked us by a winding route from the
Grafton Centre to Victoria Street. Over forty people came on each
occasion.
Funding for the talks was
provided
by
city
councillors for the West/
Central area of town; the
application reached them
via the Cambridgeshire
Community Foundation,
however, whose logo
therefore bedizened our
literature as required. We
applied for a further grant for 2013-4, and have again been successful. This time the city council handled the application, and our
thanks go directly to them. Now we need your thoughts and
suggestions, please, perhaps not so much for topics as for speakers.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR AREA
The minutes of last year’s AGM will be available at this year’s AGM.
Your committee has met six times since; in between times, members
have attended various West/Central area committees and
workshops, and day conferences in the Guildhall and elsewhere;
topics have included the 20 mph speed limit, the new local plan, the
County’s transport plan and local parking. FeCRA, the Federation of
Cambridge Residents’ Associations, has been very helpful over the
local plan.

All of these are ongoing topics; the new local plan, if approved by
the city council, goes out for consultation on 19 July for 10 weeks.
In it is a proposed expansion of shopping in the Grafton Centre and
the possibility of 50 new apartments on the Police station site on
Parkside: we shall want to know what provision will be made for
occupants’ cars, if any. Twelve private garages are to be lost in a
development of new housing next to Portland Place, on Eden Back
Street. Very many of you attended the meeting run by sometime
Councillor Sarah Whitebread before Christmas to look at car
parking in the area; a few more spaces may be made; other
outcomes wait upon the new council’s deliberations.
Though Parker’s Piece lies strictly outside our purview, we were
consulted on possible lighting for its paths. We recognise the
contribution to safety that lighting could make; we were less
impressed by the design and stability of what was shown.

Balfour Beatty’s renewal of the
County’s street lighting seems to have
lost pace recently. We keep watch nevertheless, and
try to find out what lamp-posts they are minded to
preserve in use, a task made harder by frequent
changes in their spokespeople. These and other
topics can be taken up at the AGM.
Meantime, I express my thanks both to my fellow
committee members for their work and to the council
staff who keep the green spaces of Christ’s Pieces and
New Square in such handsome condition.
Anthony Bowen

